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The University of Dayton News Release 
UD TO BUILD $20 MILLION LAW COMPLEX, 
Dec. 5, 1991 
Contact: Jim Feuer 
RECEIVES GIFT VALUED AT $1 MILLION FROM MATHIAS HECK 
DAYTON, Ohio -- The University of Dayton announced today 
that it will build a $20 million dollar complex to house its 
School of Law. The complex, expected to be completed by the fall 
of 1997, is not only designed to expand the school's position as 
a leader and innovator in legal education but also is essential 
to meet the school's critical need for an expanded law library. 
One of the first gifts, valued at $1 million, is from 
Mathias H. Heck, a 1930 graduate of the School of Law, and his 
family. The model courtroom in the complex will be named for 
Heck. UD is seeking an additional $9 million in private gift 
support and plans to finance the remainder through tax-exempt 
bonds and internal financing. 
The project is part of the University's "Campus 2000" plan, 
which details a dozen major building or remodeling projects 
between now and the turn of the century, including the Jesse 
Philips Center for the Humanities and a science complex. 
Heck says he stepped forward with his gift for the proposed 
School of Law complex because he's "a big believer in the 
University of Dayton. 
"I've always wanted to g1ve something back to the University 
of Dayton during my lifetime," he says. "Without the University, 
I wouldn't have what I have today." 
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The 114,000-square-foot facility is proposed to be located 
north of Roesch Library on the northwest corner of campus as 
envisioned by the "Campus 2000" plan. 
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"This new complex will be technologically suited to the 21st 
century--helping us attract the best faculty and most talented 
students," says Brother Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., president of UD. 
"The School of Law will continue to be noted for its emphasis 
upon ethics and service in the context of academic and 
professional excellence and will supply much of the public and 
private leadership in the Dayton community's future." 
The largest single component of the complex will be the law 
library, covering more than 60,000 square feet. The library will 
blend traditional, printed resources with the most advanced 
information systems technology, including workstations for 
students to engage in computer-assisted legal research. 
The complex also will include the Mathias H. Heck Model 
Courtroom, a model law office/clinic and a law-review suite. 
Computer and other technologies will be integrated throughout. 
The Heck courtroom, which will feature computers, video 
displays and other technologies, "will be a model not only for 
other law schools but also for how courtrooms should operate ~n 
our judicial system," says Francis J. Conte, dean of the 
University of Dayton School of Law. 
"As part of our service to the community, a law school 
should lead the profession in applying new methods of dealing 
with the administration of justice in our courts. 
-more-
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"At a minimum, we should include a system that will simulate 
a docket control and document retrieval system that will permit 
the introduction of electronic evidence, including facsimiles of 
documentary and photographic evidence, and will provide for the 
transcription of testimony electronically." 
Classrooms also will be technologically advanced. Conte 
says 11 every seat in the building will be wired for computer 
technology, and every room will have audio-visual capability~" 
Professional skills laboratories, which also will function 
as seminar rooms, will be used for computer-assisted legal 
research and for simulated negotiations, trial arguments and 
other legal skills. 
The model law office, which will be significantly larger 
than the school's current law clinic, "will provide an 
opportunity for students to learn how to be lawyers in a way that 
not only teaches them the basic techniques but also provides us 
with the opportunity to model for other lawyers how lawyering 
should be conducted in its most ethical and competent ways," says 
Conte. 
The School of Law was established in 1922 and closed 13 
years later due to the Great Depression. The school was re-
established in 1974 and was approved and accredited by the 
American Bar Association within two years of graduating its first 
class and by the Association of American Law Schools five years 
later. 
-more-
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students who entered the School of Law this year had a 
median law school aptitude test score of 36, and their grade 
point average was 3.2--placing the class in the top 30 percent of 
law applicants nationwide. 
The School of Law received more than 2,800 applications this 
year--16 applications for every seat in the first-year class. Of 
these 2,800 applicants, 175 enrolled. The school received 600 
more applications this year than any other law school in Ohio. 
In addition, the pass rate among graduates of the School of Law 
taking the Ohio Bar Association is above the state median for the 
latest 15-year period. 
There are 1,900 alumni of the School of Law. About 600 are 
practicing in the greater Dayton area. 
Heck, 86, a Dayton native, graduated from the School of Law 
as class president. He began his career as Justice of ,the Peace 
in Madison Township in 1933. He was assistant attorney general 
for the state of Ohio from 1937 to 1938 and prosecuting attorney 
for Montgomery County from 1945 to 1961. Heck is past president 
of the Ohio District Attorney's Association. 
Heck has two children, Mathias H. Heck Jr., who is chief 
. 
trial counsel in the Montgomery County prosecuting attorney's 
office, and Thomas A. Heck, a general surgeon. Heck currently 
practices law with his son Mat and his daughter-in-law Cynthia M. 
Heck, a 1979 graduate of the UD School of Law. 
UD's offices of admission and financial aid and its 
advancement division are expected to move into Albert Emanuel 
Hall when the law complex is completed. 
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